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Main Objectives

ADevelop cultural awareness of own and other
cultures

ADevelop communication skills in an international
context

ADevelop knowledge and skills in order to work with
multicultural teams locally and at a distance.
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Main Contents

Alce breakerC find your case study partners

AThe cultural iceberg metaphor

A2 KIQa O0SKAYR UKS g2NRA|

ACultural glasses : language symbolises, categorizes,
classifies and expresses cultural reality

AWhat are the underlying values of your culture?
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Ice breaking

AFind someone whoé.
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lceberg

e : —= = ~ Heroes

Visible Culture

Invisible Culture
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lceberg analogy of cultural items

Above surface:
primarily in awareness

Under surface:
primarily out of awareness

N

Intercultural encounter: “collision of icebergs”
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The Iceberg
Model
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Cultural Spectacles
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Cultural spectacl(@X® LL &g

AOnce upon a time, there was a girl named Marri,
who lived in a small country called Marila. The
special thing about Marila was, that every citizen
was born with an implanted set of spectacles with
yellow glasses. These spectacles made everything
Mari could see appear in a friendly yellow, but she
couldmtake off her spectacles.
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Cultural spectacles

AOne day she decided to live for a while in the
neighbour country called Azuro. The Azurans as
well were born with implanted spectacles, but with
blue glasses! Because of the different colour of
their spectacles, Mari saw things differently than
the Azurans yellow instead of blue.
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Cultural spectacleg ¢

A But Mari was well prepared before she left for Azuro, she learned a lot
about different colours of spectacles. After some time she managed to
put on some blue spectacles, not exactly the same tone of blue the
Azurans had, but very close. By and by, she was able to see things like
0KS ! 1T dz2Nyyasx odzi 2yteé LI NLftey . S
she had to wear her new blue spectacles on top of her own yellow ones
- and everything appeared to her in green! Even the blue spectacles
could not be taken off again, not even after she returned to Marila. By
understanding more about the perspective of the Azurans, she
developed a new perspective on her own culture as well.
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Language symbolises cultural reality

Cultural spectacles influence or constrain:
A How we construct reality
A How we categorise and divide up reality

A How we name, describe and symbolise reality

Arose is arose is a rose?
Rose -rosel rosa-
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Language symbolises cultural real

AWords which do not exist in other
languages

APrivacy Hereith - tesknotag gemutlich

A Arabic words for camel
A Eskimo words for snow

A Chinese kinship
A Gouro words for colour
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Language EXPresses cultura

reality .

Cultural encodings: e
A Words for bread

A Translations of even a simple

word conjure up different Sople der( foorl
realities g
A bread/pan/Brot/naan/ ; | e

. . . =] Hog Kocq Bty =
roti/xneb/chlieb/mian bao B e

page 15 LCI LCI






